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Rip Van Winkle
Rip Van Winkle is a short story by Washington Irving that symbolizes the world of Catskill Mountains that existed before the outbreaks that had occurred during the Revolutionary War. The area changed much beyond recognition several years after Rip was asleep. When Rip wakes up, it becomes difficult for him to adapt and survive to the present surroundings. However, it is evident that things remain the same around Rip as he tries to see out the rest of the events that occur on his surroundings. Rip Van Winkle is a story that illustrates the American Dream while at the same time providing major implications of the American dream. It is clear that the confusion that has been illustrated within the storyline has helped to show that one’s identity can be changed while one is trying to seek the American dream. 
Rip character helps to illustrate a story of cultural transformation and identity in an individual. One of the main challenges throughout the story is that people are not supposed to stay within their own challenges. Rip represents stories in which individuals run away from their problems leading to them facing problems of engagement and representation of their lifestyles. In this story, the audience is encouraged not to let time pass them as they try to chase their lives and live in a normal way. When Rip falls asleep due to a powerful and mysterious liquor that had been offered to him by a stranger, it leads to problems of inequality within the society. The biggest problem that Rip faces is that he has problems with avoidance of work and also faces major challenges of engagement that affect him during his life. This is a major issue that seems to compound as he develops. Rip is also saddened by the loss of his friends who have gone over time. There is a need for him to live a normal life in which friends would not leave him as an individual (Gale 16). 
The theme of freedom in Rip’s story is one that has been explored in the development of the storyline. It is evident that there is lack of freedom in guiding individuals to think the way they want to and to ensure that they can conduct their responsibilities in an effective way. The other form of freedom that is explained in the storyline is the form of freedom that can be achieved in the American society after the revolutionary war. Secondly, the idea of progress within the society has been explored in the manner in which Rip is able to perform duties in his own life. It is clear that Rip was very lazy. In order for an individual to achieve the American dream, they have to perform activities in their farms. Individuals are expected to ensure that they have performed their duties in an effective way. This is the major step that ensures that the individuals have achieved their duties within their society (Hölbling, Walter and Arno Heller 35). 
To sum it up, Rips character has been illustrated being of Dutch ethnicity who felt that losing his cultural identity as a journey. He is involved in the quest for American Dream, which leads him to forget his own personal identity. His character has been identified as that of a last lazy man. Rip represents the American allegory of a lazy man who fails to listen to his wife. 
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